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Project Comments:   

This report analyzes the presentation to the Tallahassee City 
Commission on October 17, 2018.  These presentation is being 
used to demonstrate the commitment of local government to 
revitalize the Southside, incentivize private investment there 
and make the social and economic demographics of this 
historically depressed area reflect the diversity and vitality of 
other areas in our community.   The vast majority of the 
projects listed will be funded by tax dollars (City, County, 
Blueprint, Leon County School Board, FSU, FAMU or the State 
of Florida).   A few are private investments like Wendy’s, 
Planet Fitness, student housing and office building 
construction. 

Many of the projects cited bring no overall change in the 
economic diversity or vitality of the area, will not provide 
living wage employment opportunities for residents or 
improve the image of the K-12 schools which stops medium or 
higher income families from residing in the area. 
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Comprehensive Plan Goals for Southside 

 

The Comprehensive Plan establishes goals for the 
revitalization of the Southside.  Given the focus of the three 
Comprehensive Plan Goals you would expect to see projects 
that fund or incentivize mixed income housing for individuals 
and families, encourage small business development or create 
living wage entry level jobs.  Instead the project list includes 
student housing projects and market rate apartment 
developments in Southwood and on Blair Stone Road.   
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The Education category that might have included projects or 
programs that help decrease unemployment through training 
or education program and facilities is primarily comprised of   
big-ticket projects that improve or rebuild university sports 
facilities.  The education list shows enhancement of Rickards 
High School and Fairview Middle School in 3-5 years.   

There are only two projects under the Economic 
Diversification heading:  an FSU Research/Tech Incubator and 
the expansion of Danfoss Turbocor, both of which will create 
jobs, but they will be for highly educated technical or scientific 
employees.  

There are several projects that improve utility infrastructure 
and add greenspace and amenities that will make the 
Southside more attractive and enhance the quality of life for 
existing and future residents.   

However, of the total of $1.6 billion projected investment, 
$1.2 billion is dedicated to major infrastructure (roadway 
widenings) and University projects.   

 

Education Category - $829 million 

 FSU and FAMU Major Sports Facility Redevelopment 
(Veller Golf Course, Jake Gaither Stadium)   

 FSU Research/Technical building construction    
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 FAMU Retail/Housing project 
 Improvements at Rickards High School and Fairview 

Middle School    

 

Infrastructure Category - $445 million 

 Seven major roadway widenings  
o FAMU Way  
o Capital Circle Southwest 
o Orange Avenue,  
o FSU Airport Gateway 
o Crawfordville Highway 
o Woodville Highway 
o  Stormwater and sewer infrastructure 

expansions/improvements. 

 

Health & Wellness Category - $110 million 

Note:  The medical facilities generally serve those patients 
who have medical insurance 

 Care Pointe   
 Capital Regional Medical Center Southwood Emergency 

Room 
 Veterans’ Health Clinic 
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 FSU Medical Clinic  
 Skilled Nursing Facility 
 Planet Fitness 

 

Housing Category - $93 million 

 Two student housing projects 
 Two market rate apartment developments 
 Orange Avenue Public Housing Redevelopment.  Note:  

Project not fully funded and likely to be downsized to 
simply replacing the number of units currently available.  
Establishing support programs for lower income resident, 
providing units for a mix of income levels, and adding an 
additional 200 units may not be realized. 

 

Safety Category- $55 million 

 Tallahassee Police Department Headquarters and Public 
Safety Campus.  Note:  The TPD Headquarters is now to 
be located in the old Northwood Mall not in the 
Southside.    
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Economic Diversification Category - $38 million 

 Expansion of Danfoss Turbocor  
 Expansion of the FSU Tech/Incubator 

 

Beautification Category - $17 million 

 Several greenways, trails, and placemaking projects 
 Fairgrounds beautification 

 

Environmental Protection Category - $ 6 million 

Lightsey Nature Park, stormwater ponds, greenways, trail 
connection. 
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Funding Timeline: 
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Project Status: 

Complete: $53 million 

At the time this report was delivered only two projects were 
complete.  Both of these were medical facilities – Care Point 
and the Veteran’s Health Center.    

1-2 years:  $200 million  

Some of these projects are underway or have been 
completed.   

 Seven projects are relatively small scale in dollars 
invested including water, stormwater and sewer 
infrastructure, and amenities like greenways, parks, 
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sidewalks, trails – projects that will be directly beneficial 
to neighborhoods in the Southside.    

 Three projects are in Southwood – a Capital Regional 
Medical Center Emergency Room, an apartment 
development and a Wendy’s.   

 Two projects are FSU projects – a Medical Clinic and an 
FSU Building at Innovation Park (Idea Factory for the 
Material Sciences).   

3-5 years:  $1,240,400,000 billion 

Several very costly projects fall in this time period.   

 Three major roadway widenings: 
o Woodville Highway 
o Crawfordville Highway 
o Phase 3 FAMU Way 
o An FSU Incubator building  
o Redevelopment of the Orange Avenue Public 

Housing Apartments.    
o Enhancements to Rickards High School and Fairview 

Middle School 
o Several stormwater, trail, Placemaking and sewer 

projects. 
o TPD Public Safety Campus (This project is no longer 

on the southside)   
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6 plus years:  $320 million 

There are three major roadway projects  
 Orange Avenue 
 Capital Circle Southwest 
 Airport Gateway.   

 
There are five projects to create or enhance parks, trails and 
greenways.   
 
Included here are improvements at the Fairgrounds and 
private sector projects (student housing and an office 
complex). 
 

 

 

 




