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October 8, 2020 

 

Karen and Cherie:  

ATN thanks the applicant and City staff for arranging Monday’s meeting and for the information that 

was provided.  Below are the issues that we expect to hear back on prior to the City’s sign off on the site 

plan: 

1. Final design of Monroe Street streetscape to provide continuous protection and comfort for 

pedestrians.  

 

2. Complete street lighting plan, preferably for all four streets to promote safety of residents.  

 

3. Requirements regarding the protection of the Virginia Street Live Oak.  ATN recommends that 

the root system of the tree be more thoroughly investigated prior to approval of the mitigation 

plan.  This is based on the fact that the arborist assessment shows that there are no tree roots to 

the north (due to retaining wall) and minimal roots in the area of excavation to the west.  The 

questions that has not been answered are:  

 

(1) Where is the majority of the root system for the tree?   

 

(2) How will the proposed impact of this project affect the overall root system?  If the City 

determines after further analysis that the impact of the excavation and construction to the west is 

still acceptable, ATN recommends that all 11 recommendations contained on pages 12 and 13 of 

the Live Oak Risk Assessment Report, dated September 18, 2020 be included in the final site 

plan conditions.  (ATN notes that the recommendations include reference to treatment by a 

specific company.  This is not part of ATN’s recommendation.)  

 

4. Requirements regarding the protection of the Live Oaks on Adams Street.  ATN recommends 

that the six recommendations contained on page 16 of the Live Oak Risk Assessment Report, 

dated September 18. 2020 will be included in the final site plan conditions.  (ATN notes that the 

recommendations include reference to treatment by a specific company.  This is not part of 

ATN’s recommendation.)  

Lastly, we have two concerns regarding the project approval process.  First, it is deeply concerning that 

the City did not resolve issues regarding compliance with the MMTD standards and protection of the 

Virginia Street Live Oak tree before giving the project conditional approval (e.g., Florida Department of 
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Transportation was not contacted regarding the use of the North Monroe Street right-of-way until after 

the City gave conditional approval).  This project has been under consideration for over a year and a 

half.  These issues should have been at the forefront of City discussions with the applicant.   

Second, we repeat our strong objection to the DRC process.  The City told citizens that the item would 

be continued.  This recommendation was included in two staff reports.  Only after the citizen comment 

portion of the meeting did the DRC reverse its recommendation to continue the item and approve it with 

numerous substantial conditions.  This is an insult to the public and should not happen again.  

Sincerely, 

 

Carrie Litherland, ATN Chairperson 


