ATN Suggested Changes to Goal 6: A Balanced Transportation Network
Focus: Road Projects and Environmental and Neighborhood Protection
Introduction

There have been successful collaborations between public works departments and
neighborhoods for roadway improvements. Two examples are Lafayette Street and Betton Road.
The current Plan’s Mobility Objective 3.1. and its policies recognize the need to mitigate impacts of
road projects on the environment and neighborhoods.

Objective 1.3 (below) and its related policies should be retained and inserted prior to Objective 6.1
Land Use and Transportation Coordination for Livability.

Suggested Addition
Objective 1.3: [M] (EFF. 12/15/11) - Environmental and Neighborhood Protection

Evaluate and minimize impacts of transportation projects on the natural environment and
neighborhood integrity by using transportation demand reduction strategies to maximize existing
roadway capacity, reduce the need for new roadway construction or expansion, reduce peak time
traffic, reduce vehicle miles traveled, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions and other
environmentally damaging pollutants in corridors, greenways, and aquifers when planning new or
expanding existing transportation facilities

Policy 1.3.1: [M] (EFF. 12/15/11)

Evaluate the natural features of Leon County, as delineated in the future land use and
conservation elements, to avoid fragmenting and degrading regionally significant natural
resources, wildlife corridors, greenways, and aquifers when planning new or expanding existing
transportation facilities.

Policy 1.3.2: [M] (EFF. 12/15/11)

Reduce demand for more and wider roads by evaluating traffic operations to maximize efficiency
of the existing street system capacity and support modal shifts to public transit, bicycling and
walking.

Policy 1.3.3: [M] (EFF. 12/15/11)

Coordinate with Commuter Services of North Florida and state agencies regarding transportation
demand reduction strategies such as staggered work hours for major employers, ridesharing, and
parking fees.



Policy 1.3.4: [M] (EFF. 12/15/11)

Design, construct, and maintain transportation facilities to prevent flooding, minimize pollution,
and maintain natural stormwater quantity, timing, rate, and direction of flow characteristics
consistent with the adopted Stormwater Level of Service Standard.

Policy 1.3.5: [M] (EFF. 12/15/11)

Require an analysis that measures environmental and neighborhood impact prior to funding any
new roadway alighnments, construction, or changes to the traffic circulation system. The level and
type of review may vary with the anticipated impact, and shall include community involvement.

Policy 1.3.6: [M] (EFF. 12/15/11)

Require tree plantings, where practical, for both new and old roads to increase screening, beauty,
runoff control and reduction of summer heat. Existing trees shall be protected during
transportation system development and maintenance.

Policy 1.3.7: [M] (EFF. 12/15/11)

Aesthetically enhance and provide added environmental protection to existing and new
transportation corridors by the following methods which include but are not limited to:

a) Incorporating for new, or increasing for existing corridors, the number of green spaces/open
spaces and pedestrian oriented areas.

b) Recognizing plantations as a significant part of the natural landscape when roads are being
designed in areas of the County where they are present.

c) Encouraging the use of native vegetation and natural systems such as swales to control runoff.
d) Maintaining natural ground cover, canopy and understory where new roads are built.

e) Design public infrastructure improvements to minimize development impacts to protect
designated canopy roads consistent with the Conservation Element.

f) Applying access management strategies that enhance the character of transportation corridors
and gateways to the community by promoting shared access and consolidated signage and
preserving green space for landscaping.



